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MOBILE SERENADE POLKA, A DUET

Although most of the Mount Collection contains music with strong
ties to folk and traditional music, this SERENADE POLKA serves to
remind us that Mount himself was not an unsophisticated person, but
an urbane, country gentleman who frequently traveled to New York
City to observe and participate in cultural developments there. This
included attendance at formal balls, where the newest European
dances, such as the polka, were danced to the accompaniment of a full
orchestra.

LADY MONTGOMERY’S & MISS McCLEOD'S REELS
Like many Americans of his generation, Mount was fascinated by
Scottish music of all kinds, particularly that associated with dances
such as the strathspey and the reel. In time many Scottish tunes,
including LADY MONTGOMERY'S, and MISS McCLEOD'S were
assimilated into the repertories of American fiddlers.

HORNPIPE
This rollicking tune is typical of the Nineteenth Century hornpipe in
that it is comprised of two repeated four-bar phrases in 2/4 meter. As
such, it cannot be distinguished musically from a reel tune in the same
meter, a fact which bothered dancers not in the least. Their dances
could be fitted to the music of either.

RUSTIC REEL
Mount copied out two slightly different versions of this tune, the
fruit of one of his sojourns in the big city. Later, he added a new ending
of his own composition, which, in performance, served as a kind of
coda, or wrap-up.

OLD MOLLY HARE
Until this song-tune was discovered in the Mount Collection, most
scholars associated it exclusively with Hill-billy music of the Nineteen
Thirties and Forties. This finding neatly proves Ira Ford’s assertion that
the tune is much older than the text. Its first verse is:

Old Molly Hare,

What you doin’ there,
Diggin’ out a post hole

And scratchin’ out your hair?

INDIAN WHOOP
The Indian’s war cry, or whoop, became a cliche’ in American
folklore. Here the fiddler, as indicated in the score, would let out an
appropriate howl to liven things up, even as he continued to play for the
dancers.

ARKANSAS TRAVELER
Old time fiddlers are familiar with this tune which was the center-
piece of a humorous, stage dialogue between a farmer-fiddler and a city
slicker who has lost his way in the country. What they do not know and
will surely appreciate is the fact that Mount collected this version from
a fiddler named T.J. Cook on August 22, 1852, a date well before this all-
time favorite-to-be first appeared in print.

MAMELUKE
The range of Mount’s taste is well illustrated by MAMELUKE. It is
typical of the elaborate tunes associated with the formal dances, other
than the waltz and the polka, imported from Europe before and after
the Civil War. It is about as far removed from the folk idiom as one can
get.

KEEMO KIMO
This song-tune may be traced to the musical stage of the Eighteen-
fifties. It’s title, in minstrel dialect, comes from the opening verse, as
given by Ford:

In South Carolina de darkies go
Sing song Kitty, won't you ki’me O!
Dat’s where de white folks plant de tow,
Sing song Kitty, won’t you ki’me O!

DORSETSHIRE MARCH
In Mount’s time most country dances opened with a grand march
around the room, giving the couples an opportunity to join hands and
form up. Many of the marches were drawn from Anglo-American
military music. Such appears to be the case here.
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