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SDJH 2 TKH IQWHUYLHZ  FRQWLQXHG.......
 
 
TRP BHUJKDQ: JLP, \RX KDYH VR PXFK IHHOLQJ LQ \RXU SOD\LQJ DQG
HYHU\RQH ZKR KHDUV \RX PDNHV WKDW VDPH FRPPHQW! <RX KDYH
VXFK EHDXWLIXO G\QDPLFV, SKUDVLQJ, DQG H[SUHVVLRQ. NRZ, I NQRZ
\RX OHDUQHG PXVLF IURP \RXU GDG DQG WKDW \RX JUHZ XS LQ D
PXVLFDO IDPLO\, DQG QR GRXEW LW DOO MXVW FRPHV QDWXUDOO\ WR \RX,
EXW FDQ \RX WU\ WR WHOO XV DERXW ZKDW LV JRLQJ RQ, LQVLGH, ZKHQ
\RX SOD\?
 
 
Jim: Most of the time when I start playing I want flawless playing and I
also want to play tunes that I think will make a person hungry for more.
I really try to play with a lot of feeling and play a different concept that

no one else plays. Sometimes - all at once - a tune comes into my mind and I have to play it. I have had that happen to me
at 2 or 3 in the morning and I have to go and play it. What¶s funny is that it will wake my wife up. She will say, “What in the
world are you doing, Jim?” “I¶m picking this banjer.” She would say, “My God, is that all you think about?” I¶d say, “Well,
besides you.”
 
To really answer the question, I know it¶s the love of the banjo and the challenge of exploring the neck and rolls. That¶s
what I really love.
 
:DWFK JLP RHHG SOD\ :HISKE< BEFORE BREAKFAST :
 

 
 
 
 
TRP BHUJKDQ: LHW'V GLVFXVV WHFKQLTXH. :DWFKLQJ \RX SOD\, RQH LV HDVLO\ UHPLQGHG RI AQGUHV SHJRYLD, WKH
JUHDW 20WK FHQWXU\ FODVVLFDO JXLWDULVW IURP SSDLQ, PHDQLQJ WKDW \RX H[KLELW HVVHQWLDOO\ SHUIHFW WHFKQLTXH,
HUJRQRPLFV, DQG HFRQRP\ RI PRWLRQ. <RXU WHFKQLTXH LV QRWKLQJ VKRUW RI DPD]LQJ. <RXU KDQGV EDUHO\ PRYH
ZKHQ \RX SOD\ DQG \RXU FRQWURO RYHU \RXU WRQH DQG YROXPH LV VHHPLQJO\ HIIRUWOHVV. :KHQ I WRRN OHVVRQV IURP
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\RX, WKH YHU\ ILUVW WKLQJ \RX KDG PH ZRUN RQ ZDV KDQG-SRVLWLRQ. :KHUH GLG WKDW IRFXV RQ WHFKQLTXH FRPH
IURP DV \RX JUHZ XS?
 

Jim: I really think the hand position is important. For me it puts my right
hand in the position to take the workload off my left hand, and take
advantage of all the open strings to play. Also, your right hand is arched
so the angle of attack is over the strings, for a more direct contact with
the strings. Even though my dad played clawhammer style banjo,
somehow the three-finger style just came easy to me. I would take his
tunes and put them in the three-finger style.
 
 
 
JDQHW BXUWRQ: HRZ GR \RX JHW \RXU JUHDW VRXQG? DR \RX FKDQJH
EULGJHV, DGMXVW WKH WDLOSLHFH RU KHDG DQG XVH D FHUWDLQ VL]H
VWULQJ?
 

Jim: I use light gage Vega strings, and yes, I do change my bridges quiet often, they do make a difference. I also lower my
tailpiece close to the hide, to where a piece of paper will slide under it, and that makes a big difference too.
 
 
 
IDQ TRIWH : ASDUW IURP EOXHJUDVV EDQGV \RX KDYH SHUIRUPHG ZLWK, KDYH \RX HYHU SOD\HG VROR RQ VWDJH? AUH
\RX LQWHUHVWHG LQ DQ\ RWKHU W\SH RI PXVLF, DSDUW IURP EOXHJUDVV DQG ROG-WLPH, H.J. URFN, IRON, FRXQWU\?
 
Jim: I am strictly a bluegrass man. And yes, I have played solo on stage and other events. Once I was to meet some other
musicians at the Moose Club to play one afternoon but I was the only one who showed up. They asked if I would play some
banjo tunes for them. I think I played for about three hours or so and it was a lot of fun.
 
 
 

KHQ LXFDV: :KDW PDGH \RX FKRRVH D PLQHU'V OLIH RYHU RQH RQ WKH
URDG ZLWK BLOO MRQURH?
 
Jim: I thought playing banjo was for fun. I was picking with Kenny Baker
when Bill Monroe walked up and told Kenny it was time to go to work.
That didn¶t fit with me. Bill was serious about playing on stage and
Kenny told me that when you wasn¶t playing, Bill worked you on his
farm. But mostly it was the money. I could make more money in the
mines than playing banjo.
 
 
KHQ LXFDV: :KHQ GLG \RX OHDUQ WR IO\ KHOLFRSWHUV?
 
Jim: I was in the mining business with two friends. We had about 12
mines strung out in Kentucky, Virginia and West Virginia, and it took a

while to drive to them. It was too much driving. One day in, 1987, I was at the airport in Pike County, Kentucky when a
helicopter came in for fuel. I thought to myself, right there is what I need, so I walked up to the pilot and said, “I need me
one of these if I can fly it.” He said, “Well, I¶ll instruct you if you are interested.” I took lessons from him and then bought
the helicopter from him.
 
 
 
KHQ LXFDV: :KDW JLYHV \RX VXFK D VPRRWK WRXFK RQ WKH VWULQJV ZKHQ PRVW RWKHUV JR IRU D KDUGHU GULYLQJ
VRXQG?
 
Jim: Shoot, I don¶t really think I¶m smooth. I really don¶t know unless it¶s the banjo I play.
 
 

KHQ LXFDV: :KDW KDV WKH IQWHUQHW DQG BDQMR HDQJRXW GRQH IRU \RX DV D EDQMR SOD\HU?
 



Jim: I think the Banjo Hangout has been, by far the best of all worlds. I have met new members and all kinds of banjo
pickers, the nicest people that anyone could ask to meet - just great friends. I¶m 61 years old now and I post the tunes I
play on Banjo Hangout for anyone that wishes to learn them.
 
 
 
KHQ LXFDV: :KDW'V \RXU EHVW DGYLFH IRU WKRVH OHDUQLQJ QRZ?
 
Jim: I can¶t give any advice about tabs, I just listen to a tune and then play it, but you have to know the noting. It takes
time. I have been picking a banjo for a little over 55 years.
 
PDXO: THOO XV D OLWWOH DERXW \RXU IDPLO\ WRGD\.
 

Jim: My grandkids live with me. So does my girl and her husband. They are here all the
time. The girls¶ names are Mylah Sage and Zoey Page, and grandson Micah Kane, and
these kids hear me play all the time. Kane is the only one so far that likes the banjo.
Their mom don¶t, but their dad plays rock and roll, or whatever you call it. Yes, I love
these babies.When I was growing up, most of the girls at that time liked rock and roll,
but I just couldn¶t listen to that stuff. We played a show at a grade school and that¶s
when I met the girl I married. It¶ll be 43 years this December. I guess you could say the
banjo picking got that one for me.
 

 
 
 

PDXO: JLP, LW¶V EHHQ D JUHDW SOHDVXUH JHWWLQJ WR NQRZ \RX DQG I
ORRN IRUZDUG WR IROORZLQJ \RXU ODWHVW FUHDWLYH HQGHDYRUV RQ
<RXTXEH DQG BDQMR HDQJRXW.
 
Jim: Thanks, Paul. Always great to talk to you.
 
Special Thank[ \o Jane\ B]Z\on.
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 Jim Reed - An American Cultural Treasure
 
Jim Reed¶V VmooWh Sicking and nXanced ShUaVing make foU an Xncommonl\ beaXWifXl banjo VoXnd. Jim Reed iV a liYing link
Wo Whe eVVence of moXnWain mXVic.
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