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TUibXWeV Wo Jim Reed BanjoCra]\.com E[clXsiYe

 
TUibXWeV WR JiP Reed - KenWXck\ BlXegraVV Banjo SW\liVW
 
Don BorchelW, JaneW BXrWon, Don CoXchie, and Donnie Gill haYe each
ZriWWen WribXWeV Wo Jim from Zhich I qXoWe ZhaW folloZV. ± PaXl RoberWV
 
Don BoUchelW, a leading American banjo VW\liVW, Zho, like Jim Reed,
meldV Whree-finger VW\leV ZiWh old-Wime mXVic, conWribXWeV Wo Whe arW of
banjo pla\ing WhroXgh hiV free YideoV (inclXding Whe VerieV, µBXVking in
HarYard SqXare,¶ ZiWh Ed BriWW), VoXnd fileV, WablaWXre - hiV parWicipaWion
on Banjo HangoXW - and hiV greaW ZebViWe, Banj¶r hWWp://ZZZ.banjr.com/.
Banj¶r feaWXreV original WablaWXre arrangemenWV of WradiWional WXneV. ³I'm
a commiWWed Vhade Wree picker,́  Va\V Don. ³I pla\ Whree-finger VW\le bXW
lean more WoZardV old-Wime Whan blXegraVV WheVe da\V.́
 

 
Don: Joe FoVV, Whe greaW World War II Marine fighWer ace, ZroWe in hiV 1992 aXWobiograph\ aboXW ZhaW iW Wook Wo VXrYiYe in
aerial combaW: ³The impXlVe and Whe acW mXVW be one. The airplane becomeV an e[WenVion of \oXr bod\, like an arm or a leg.
If Vomebod\'V coming aW \oX ZiWh a red-hoW poker, \oX inVWincWiYel\ geW oXW of Whe Za\. YoX don'W haYe Wo Whink aboXW iW. YoX
jXVW do iW.́  ThiV, of coXrVe, deVcribeV Whe relaWionVhip of an\ maVWer crafWVman Wo hiV WoolV. IW iV aV if Whe Wool in hiV hand iV
direcWl\ Zired Wo Whe brain, and iW reVpondV inVWanWl\ Wo Whe Zill. For FoVV, hiV Wool ZaV Whe F4F WildcaW he had "beWZeen hiV
legV.́  For Jim Reed, maVWer banjo picker, iW iV hiV 1926 GibVon ball bearing MaVWerWone. When Jim holdV iW, killer noWeV floZ
oXW of iW WhaW \oX Zill hear from no oWher fiYe-VWring.
 
Jim iV ZhaW Whe\ XVed Wo call a naWXral. The banjo Zorld iV fXll of pickerV Zho make iW look hard. Wh\ pla\ VomeWhing eaV\
Zhen a VeYen-freW lefW hand VWreWch Zill do almoVW aV Zell? EYer\ lick WhaW floZV from WheVe folk¶V handV iV a YiVXal VWaWemenW,
reminding XV of jXVW hoZ greaW Whe\ are (in caVe Ze VomehoZ forgoW). The\ are Yer\ enWerWaining for VXre. The Za\ a circXV
Wrape]e acW iV enWerWaining. EYer\ Wime Whe\ e[ecXWe a Wrick, Ze hold oXr breaWh and Zonder if Whe\ are going Wo fall and kill
WhemVelYeV.
 
Jim iV Whe oWher kind of picker: Whe kind WhaW makeV iW look efforWleVV - Whe kind WhaW makeV XV ZanW Wo go pick Xp oXr oZn
banjoV and pick - noW pXW Whem aZa\ foreYer. I coXld pick Jim oXW of a feVWiYal fXll of pickerV, aV coXld an\one Zho haV been
liVWening Wo hiV pla\ing for an\ lengWh of Wime. He likeV Wo coYer Whe Zell-Zorn old WXneV Ze'Ye heard for \earV, bXW Whe\ are
VoZn ZiWh liWWle VXbWle differenceV, ZhiVpered mXVical VXrpriVeV, WhaW make Whem bloom all oYer again. IW iV harder Whan iW
lookV. IW iV onl\ Zhen \oX liVWen reall\ cloVe, and Wr\ Wo deconVWrXcW ZhaW he iV doing, WhaW \oX are VWrXck b\ Whe WrXe depWh
of hiV WalenW. Jim'V picking iV a gifW, pXre and Vimple.
 
I firVW goW Wo knoZ Jim back in 2008, Zhen he began VhoZing Xp in Whe Banjo HangoXW chaW room. Jim ZaVn'W mXch for
Walking aboXW Whe inWricacieV of Wone ringV and flangeV. From Whe VWarW, he ZaV Where Wo pick and Wo liVWen Wo picking. I noWiced
he ZaV a real genWleman aboXW iW; afWer picking a WXne, he ZoXld alZa\V ZaiW Wo make VXre eYer\one elVe had goWWen a
chance before picking anoWher. And he ZoXld alZa\V haYe VomeWhing encoXraging Wo Va\ Wo Whe oWher pickerV Zho braYed
Whe microphone bXWWon, ZheWher noYice or e[perienced.
 
I VWarWed noWicing WhaW in WhaW VmooWh qXieW VW\le, he ZaV doing Vome Yer\ XnXVXal moYeV, and eYen Zhen I VloZed doZn
Vome of hiV mXVic poVWingV Wo Wr\ Wo figXre oXW ZhaW he ZaV doing, Vome of hiV lickV remained a compleWe m\VWer\ Wo me. An
e[ample iV hiV rendiWion of Ralph SWanle\'V Hard TimeV. Jim goW a neaW liWWle V\ncopaWed WZiVW in Whe minor parW WhaW ZaVn'W in
Ralph'V YerVion, bXW no maWWer hoZ mXch VloZed iW doZn, I jXVW coXldn'W figXre oXW hoZ he did iW.
 
I finall\ goW Wo meeW Jim face Wo face Zhen he joined Xp ZiWh Don CoXchie and I aW oXr campViWe Whe final Zeekend of
CliffWop, in AXgXVW 2010. WaWching Jim picking Xp cloVe ZaV an epiphan\ for me. Jim'V righW hand folloZed all Whe rXleV of
Whree- finger blXegraVV banjo, XnWil iW didn'W. ThaW liWWle WZiVW in Hard TimeV he goW b\ repeaWing hiV WhXmb in Whe middle of



Whe roll. YoX aren'W VXppoVed Wo do WhaW. AcWXall\, \oX aren'W VXppoVed Wo be able Wo do WhaW, aW leaVW noW aW WhaW Vpeed. BXW
Jim heard Whe noWe in hiV mind'V e\e, or ma\be I VhoXld Va\ hiV mind'V ear, and he pla\ed iW e[acWl\ aV he heard iW, aV if he
ZaV jXVW holding a conYerVaWion, ZiWh hiV banjo VWringV aV hiV Yocal cordV.
 
ThroXghoXW hiV picking, Jim emplo\V a VXbWle YocabXlar\ all hiV oZn. He ofWen embedV hiV VlideV, hammerV and pXll-offV in
placeV ZiWhin hiV rollV Zhere Ze don'W e[pecW Wo find Whem, eYen WhoXgh Whe\ VoXnd righW aW home Zhen he e[ecXWeV Whem.
He VeamleVVl\ inWegraWeV hiV ScrXggV VW\le rollV and KeiWh/ThompVon VW\le melodic phraVing, Vo WhaW \oX can'W Well e[acWl\
Zhere one WechniqXe endV and Whe oWher beginV. Like Whe earl\ blXegraVV pickerV Zho Zere VWill rooWed in WradiWional
Appalachian mXVic, Jim iV noW afraid Wo reWXne hiV banjo, bXW Zhen he doeV, he VWill knoZV Whe neck from Whe nXW Wo Whe
WZenW\-firVW freW eYer\ biW aV Zell aV he doeV in VWandard open G. He alVo knoZV hoZ Wo e[ploiW each WXningV Vpecial
adYanWageV. LiVWen Wo Whe recording he poVWed of BonaparWe'V ReWreaW in C WXning back in March 2011. YoX can hear Whe
delicaWe, deep drone of WhaW open 4Wh VWring WhroXghoXW Whe piece, eYen WhoXgh \oX can'W pin doZn e[acWl\ Zhere he picked
iW; acWXall\, iW mighW jXVW be ringing in V\mpaWh\. EiWher Za\, he knoZV enoXgh Wo leW iW ring VofWl\ and deepl\ ZiWhoXW
inWerference; VomeWimeV iW'V Whe reVWrainW WhaW VhoZV WrXe geniXV.AV WhaW clear AXgXVW afWernoon of oXr firVW meeWing Zore
inWo eYening, I goW Wo Whinking, I'd reall\ loYe Wo hear WhiV gX\ pick ZiWh a fXll blXegraVV band, I Zonder ZhaW he ZoXld do
ZiWh iW. No Vooner had Whe WhoXghW croVVed m\ mind, I VZear, Zhen Vome gX\ Zalked Xp Wo oXr campViWe ZiWh a coXple of
oWher mXVicianV in WoZ. The\ Zere a blXegraVV band oXW of CharleVWon, he Vaid, and Whe\ had come Xp Wo Whe feVWiYal looking
for a jam VeVVion. Their banjo pla\er ZaVn'W able Wo come, and Whe\ had been Zalking aroXnd looking for a blXegraVV banjo
picker, bXW coXldn'W find one. For Whe ne[W hoXr or WZo, Don CoXchie and I goW Wo liVWen Wo Vome greaW Xp cloVe and perVonal
blXegraVV.
 
Jim picked Vome of Whe beVW blXegraVV banjo I eYer heard, fiW righW in on eYer\ nXmber jXVW like he had been picking ZiWh
Whem for \earV. HiV lead breakV Zere righW on Whe mone\, and hiV back-Xp ZaV WaVWefXl and VXpporWiYe, original bXW noW in
\oXr face. I ZaVn'W VXrpriVed.
 
Jim liYeV in Sidne\, in eaVWern KenWXck\, in Whe moXnWainV of Pike CoXnW\, on Reed HolloZ Road Zhere he ZaV born, jXVW off
of RoXWe 119. HiV moWher liYeV in Whe oldeVW home aW Whe high end of Whe holloZ, and Jim and hiV ViblingV liYe in homeV a
VWone'V WhroZ aZa\ on eiWher Vide of Whe road aV \oX moYe doZn Whe holloZ. YoX don'W Vee WhaW mXch an\more. AV \oX
WraYel eaVW on RW. 119 WhroXgh Flo\d and Pike CoXnWieV on Whe Za\ Wo Sidne\, \oX can Vee Whe long VeamV of Vhin\
biWXminoXV coal reYealed in Whe road cXWV blaVWed oXW of Whe bedrock. Like man\ in eaVWern KenWXck\, Jim haV made a good
liYing mining WhaW coal, aV a mine elecWrician keeping Whe highZall and longZall mining machineV rXnning properl\ da\ and
nighW. He Va\V he can liVWen Wo a machine and in an inVWanW knoZ e[acWl\ ZhaW iV Zrong ZiWh iW. He mXVW be good aW iW; Zhen
he leaYeV one job, he alZa\V VeemV Wo haYe anoWher one lined Xp ZiWhin a da\ or Vo. If \oX are a mine oZner, \oX YalXe a
man Zho can minimi]e \oXr doZnWime. In Whe feZ \earV I'Ye knoZn him, Jim haV reWired WZo or Whree WimeV, onl\ Wo change
hiV mind and go righW back Wo Zork. IW mXVW be WrXe WhaW mining coal geWV in Whe blood.
 
MXVic haV alZa\V been a parW of Jim'V life. HiV faWher ZaV a claZhammer picker, and hiV broWherV alVo pla\ mXVic. Jim greZ
Xp picking ZiWh fiddlerV like OZen "Snake" Chapman, Zho liYed in Canada, KenWXck\, jXVW a feZ mileV eaVW on RW. 119, and
PaXl DaYid SmiWh, Zho liYed in Hard\, fXrWher Xp RW. 119, cloVer Wo Whe WeVW Virginia line. Jim pla\ed ofWen ZiWh boWh of WheVe
legendar\ eaVWern KenWXck\ fiddlerV, and if \oX liVWen, \oX can hear iW in hiV banjo picking. Jim pickV hiV banjo Whe Za\ WheVe
WradiWional men pla\ed Wheir fiddleV, ZiWh an archaic crookedneVV WhaW \oX don'W hear from Whe pickerV like ScrXggV and Reno,
ZhoVe mXVic iV rooWed in Whe more bXrniVhed WradiWional mXVic of ZeVWern NorWh Carolina.
 
LiVWen again Wo Jim picking BonaparWe'V ReWreaW, and Wo Whe XnXVXal melodic phraVing in Whe WranViWionV beWZeen Whe VWrainV.
In Jim'V handV, WhiV fragmenW of Whe coXnWr\ ZeVWern VW\le BonaparWe of Pee Wee King iV WranVformed back inWo an old
KenWXck\ fiddle WXne; iW mighW haYe Vpilled from Whe boZ of William SWepp or LXWher SWrong, bXW iW didn'W. IW haV become Jim'V
oZn YerVion, anoWher YariaWion in a long line of coXVinV in Whe BonaparWe'V ReWreaW famil\ of WXneV.
 
YoX can'W learn Wo pick like WhiV b\ VloZing doZn a feZ recordingV. IW had Wo be in Whe air Zhen \oX Zere groZing Xp. HW haV
Wo be in \oXr DNA, Wo be able Wo hear melod\ in VXch an ancienW Za\. When Whe\ like Jim are all gone, I fear Where Zill be no
more.
 
To finall\ appreciaWe Jim'V picking, WhoXgh, \oX haYe Wo liVWen Wo hiV original WXneV. He haV made Xp loWV of Whem, all XniqXe
and melliflXoXV, moVW named in honor of friendV he haV made on Whe Banjo HangoXW. There iV BoXlding'V Rock, CoXchie'V
Hornpipe, Deihl'V Creek, Donnie'V Wa\ Home, Gill ToZn, and eYen Don B'V Trip Wo CliffWop, Zhich ZaV a real challenge Wo
figXre oXW, and eYen harder Wo geW Xp Wo Vpeed. And he made iW look Vo eaV\.
 
Jim Vaid once in paVVing WhaW he ZaV inYiWed Wo join Whe BlXegraVV Bo\V, bXW he didn'W ZanW Wo leaYe hiV home and famil\ Wo
go Zandering aroXnd Whe coXnWr\. I belieYe him. ± Don BoUchelW
 
 

 



 
 
 
JaneW BXUWon, a VchoolWeacher from California, iV an inflXenWial member of Banjo HangoXW,

Zhere Vhe regXlarl\ poVWV gorgeoXV-VoXnding mp3¶V from her enormoXV reperWoire of creaWiYe banjo arrangemenWV. A highl\
appreciaWed member of Whe HangoXW, JaneW iV renoZn for greaW banjo pla\ing, aV Zell aV her keen inVighW, VenViWiYiW\ and
inWelligence.
 
JaneW: We're priYileged Wo knoZ Jim Reed WhroXgh Banjo HangoXW, Whe online inWernaWional commXniW\ of pickerV. Jim iV
Banjo HangoXW'V liYing link Wo old-Wime and blXegraVV rooWV. He'V Whe real deal - raZ WalenW, mXVicall\ raiVed b\ friendV and
neighborV in a moXnWainoXV area of VoXWheaVWern KenWXck\. EncoXraged aW age 5 Wo pla\ banjo b\ hiV dad, Jim haV picked
banjo ZiWh hiV famil\ and Whe beVW pickerV and fiddlerV, man\ familiar Wo XV all. He coXld haYe gone pro, bXW choVe a miner'V
life oYer 42 \earV ago. On Whe HangoXW, Jim'V YideoV and MP3V are a precioXV reVoXrce Wo learn hXndredV of WXneV WhaW - aW
61 \earV old - hiV fingerV raWWle off VponWaneoXVl\, jXVW for fXn. We all look forZard Wo hiV ne[W mXVical poVW and Whe\'re WrXl\
gemV--jXVW check oXW hiV Yideo and MP3 fileV. Jim'V kindhearWedneVV and ZillingneVV Wo Vhare hiV VkillV are apparenW
WhroXghoXW Whe Banjo HangoXW ForXmV, eVpeciall\ µSoXnd Off!¶ Jim iV knoZn for hiV aXWhenWiciW\ and Zarm encoXragemenW.
And if he reall\ likeV \oX, he ma\ ZriWe a Vong jXVW for \oX. NoZ, WhaW'V Whe beVW gifW a friend coXld giYe. ± JaneW BXUWon
 
 

 
 
 
 

Don CoXchie iV a lifelong blXegraVV and old-Wime mXVician from OnWario, Canada. A claZhammer banjo pla\er and fiddler,
Don performV aW blXegraVV feVWiYalV and makeV recordingV. Don WeacheV OjibZe langXage aW a norWhern Canadian Vecondar\
Vchool.
 
Don: M\ aVVociaWion ZiWh Jim Reed firVW came aboXW in Whe BanjohangoXW chaW room a nXmber of \earV ago. On Whe firVW da\
I meW Jim, I ZaV immediaWel\ VWrXck b\ Whe poZer and inWenViW\ of hiV pla\ing. From Whe firVW noWeV Jim pla\ed, I reali]ed he
had man\ \earV of e[perience and a confidence WhaW comeV onl\ from a deep XnderVWanding of Whe mXVic he pla\V. ThiV
mXVical confidence neYer ZanderV or ZaneV and he iV mXVicall\ fle[ible, VWXrd\ and anal\Wical. IW ZaV all WheVe qXaliWieV and
hiV gracioXV naWXre WhaW alloZed me Wo become faVW friendV ZiWh Jim.
 
AV I learned more aboXW Jim'V backgroXnd in mXVic, iW became eaV\ Wo XnderVWand Zh\ he iV VXch a fine pla\er. AV a \oXng
bo\ pla\ing mXVic ZiWh hiV faWher and broWherV and VXrroXnded b\ Vome of Whe fineVW mXVicianV in eaVWern KenWXck\, Jim haV
been raiVed ZiWh Whe fineVW mXVic one coXld hope Wo hear. He haV alloZed WhiV mXVic Wo become parW of hiV VoXl and iW iV
apparenW in eYer\Whing he pla\V. Jim alZa\V haV oZn perVonal VoXnd and he alZa\V conWribXWeV Vome of hiV oZn philoVoph\
inWo Whe mXVic.
 
Jim'V reperWoire conViVWV of modern and WradiWional blXegraVV mXVic, old-Wime WradiWional fiddle WXneV, and original banjo
compoViWionV WhaW draZ heaYil\ on Whe WradiWional mXVic WhaW he haV liVWened Wo oYer Whe \earV. Man\ of WheVe original WXneV
are named afWer Whe man\ friendV WhaW Jim haV made in Whe hangoXW oYer Whe \earV. All of WheVe WXneV are XniqXe and Zell
planned pieceV of mXVic WhaW are challenging Wo pla\ and inWereVWing Wo liVWen Wo.
 
I haYe had Whe opporWXniW\ Wo pla\ mXVic ZiWh Jim aW Whe CliffWop Old Time MXVic FeVWiYal for WZo \earV noZ and I mXVW Va\
WhaW iW iV a delighW Wo Vpend Wime ZiWh him. He haV a ZonderfXl VenVe of hXmor and he iV Yer\ paWienW Zhen iW comeV Wo
learning or Weaching a WXne. HiV knoZledge, reVpecW and admiraWion for Whe mXVic and Whe mXVicianV aroXnd him make him a
Yer\ pleaVanW perVon Wo be aroXnd. HiV loYe for Whe mXVic iV apparenW in eYer\Whing he doeV and Whe digniW\ and inWegriW\ he
carrieV make for a pleaVanW aWmoVphere Zhen Jim iV aroXnd.
 
While I ZaV in Jim'V compan\, Ze VpenW a long Wime Zorking oYer chord progreVVionV and melod\ lineV. He ZaV Yer\ paWienW
and deWermined Wo geW WhingV righW and VoXnding Whe beVW WhaW Whe\ coXld be. He iV meWicXloXV in hiV aWWenWion Wo deWail and
VeWWleV for noWhing bXW Whe beVW from himVelf.
 
Jim iV kindl\ Wo WhoVe mXVicianV Zho are jXVW VWarWing oXW and iV able Wo help Whem ZiWh Wechnical and mXVical adYice WhaW can
greaWl\ aVViVW Wheir pla\ing and Whinking VkillV. There are feZ banjo pla\erV Zho haYe Whe WradiWional driYe combined ZiWh Whe
Wechnical Vkill and mXVicaliW\ WhaW Jim poVVeVVeV and he VhareV WhaW knoZledge ZiWh a generoViW\ WhaW iV XnmaWched. In
VhorW, Jim iV a mXVician¶V mXVician Zho iV Zell deVerYing of oXr reVpecW and admiraWion.
 
While Vpending Wime ZiWh Jim, I had Whe opporWXniW\ Wo meeW and pla\ mXVic ZiWh Jim'V laWe friend PaXl DaYid SmiWh. The
elder SmiWh had a ZonderfXl reperWoire of old Wime fiddle WXneV WhaW Zere pla\ed ZiWh inWelligence and grace, VWeeped in Whe



WradiWional mXVic of EaVWern KenWXck\. DXring m\ conYerVaWion ZiWh PaXl, he Vpoke Yer\ highl\ of Jim'V WalenW aV a mXVician
and a banjo pla\er.
 
I alVo had Whe pleaVXre of liVWening Wo Jim and PaXl reminiVce aboXW Wheir mXWXal friendVhip ZiWh Whe greaW KenWXck\ fiddler,
OZen (Snake) Chapman. BoWh Jim and PaXl Vpoke Yer\ highl\ of SnakeV abiliWieV aV a fiddler. AV I Vpoke ZiWh Jim and PaXl I
began Wo geW a picWXre of Whe WradiWional mXVic Vcene in EaVWern KenWXck\ WhaW inclXded greaW mXVicianV like Jim Reed, PaXl
DaYid SmiWh, Snake Chapman and Kenn\ Baker.
 
For me, Jim haV been a gaWeZa\ Wo mXVic WhaW VpeakV Wo me like no oWher. HiV friendVhip iV VomeWhing WhaW I YalXe aV mXch
aV famil\. I'll alZa\V look forZard Wo oXr ne[W meeWing Wo pla\ Whe mXVic WhaW Ze loYe Vo profoXndl\. ThiV iV Whe Jim Reed WhaW
I knoZ. ± Don CoXchie
 

 
 
 
 

 
Donnie Gill of SoXWhern Indiana haV been in loYe ZiWh Whe banjo all hiV life. Donnie haV been married 30 \earV Wo hiV Zife,
Sherr\ and he haV WZo children and Whree grandchildren. ³I loYe people and hope Wo leaYe behind more Whan I haYe Waken,́
he Va\V.
 
 
Donnie: I meW Jim in perVon for Whe firVW Wime Zhen I ZenW doZn Wo PinVon Fork Wo SmiWW\'V (JameV SmiWh ) Wo geW m\ 1926
TB-3 ball bearing banjo WhaW he made a neck for. ThiV ZaV in OcWober of 2010. Jim meW me on Whe road aW Whe boWWom of Whe
moXnWain. We VWarWed oXW ZiWh a big hXg and a hoZd\, Jim jXmped in ZiWh me and off Ze ZenW Wo SmiWW\'V. We Walked Whe
enWire Za\, aV if Ze had knoZn each oWher all oXr liYeV. He iV VXch an eaV\ gX\ Wo geW Wo knoZ, if he WakeV Wo \oX from Whe
beginning. Jim iV a good ole bo\ and likeV WhoVe WhaW are Vimilar Wo WhaW, WhemVelYeV. Once Ze goW Wo SmiWW\'V, Ze meW Xp
ZiWh John KXhn, Ralph HaWfield and SmiWW\. We YiViWed and picked inVide SmiWW\'V ZorkVhop Whe enWire morning. Man Ze had
Vome real fXn and I poVWed man\ greaW MP3'V and Yideo'V on m\ Banjo hangoXW home page, if \oX ZoXld like Wo geW Wo knoZ
Jim and hiV mXVical WalenWV a bXW more.
 
The Wrip doZn Wo Jim'V ZaV a beaXWifXl driYe and aV I goW cloVer Wo Whe area in Zhich he liYeV, I VWarWed Wo Vee Vome beaXWifXl
moXnWainV ZiWh green WreVV and ForreVW groZWh on Whem and oWherV WhaW had been raped b\ Whe mining of coal. EnWire
moXnWainWopV had been remoYed and flaWWed Wo noWhing more WhaW a hXge flaW area ZiWh noWhing groZing on Whem aW all.
Man\ Yalle\V and Zinding roadV and real e[ampleV of Whe coXnWr\ liYing WhaW an\one ZoXld loYe Wo enjo\.
 
Jim liYeV in a large hoXVe, 4600 Sq. fW., ZiWh hiV Zife Ph\lliV of 42 \earV, Wheir daXghWer, her hXVband and Wheir Whree
children: Zoe\, Cain, & M\lah. Jim'V original home place, Zhere he greZ Xp, bXrned doZn and Whe\ rebXilW and VWarWed oYer
on Whe Vame properW\ bXilding hiV moWher a neZ home righW ne[W door Wo Wheir oZn.
 
The commXniW\ aroXnd Jim knoZV him Zell and haV greaW reVpecW for him and hiV famil\. MoVW all haV loYed and enjo\ed Whe
mXVic in Zhich he haV Vhared ZiWh friendV and famil\ for man\ \earV. Ph\lliV Vhared a VWor\ ZiWh me aboXW hoZ Whe\ ZoXld
go Wo Whe local Food CiW\ grocer\ and Jim ZoXld meeW people, and Whe\ ZoXld Walk and Vhare VWorieV Wo Whe poinW Whe\ ZoXld
be Where for hoXrV. The commXniW\ knoZV Jim and loYeV ZhaW he VWandV for. The\ haYe greaW reVpecW for Jim and hiV famil\.
 
Jim and hiV famil\ XVed Wo driYe WhroXgh Whe moXnWainV, meadoZV and Yalle\V on a MXle, moWori]ed mXle, Veeing man\
e[ampleV of Whe Zild life WhaW liYeV in Whe area ZiWh Whem: deer, WXrke\V and man\ oWherV. The\ liYe beWZeen WZo moXnWainV
in a beaXWifXl Yalle\ WhaW Whe\ call home. EYer\one knoZV eYer\one - Whe\ Wake real good care of each oWher and Whe\ ZaWch
oXW for each oWher aV Zell. If Whe\ haYe VomeWhing in life, Whe\ ZanW eYer\one Wo haYe iW Woo. The\ like Wo groZ WogeWher aV a
commXniW\ and VXpporW each oWher eYer\ Za\ Whe\ can.
 
One of Jim'V good friendV and mXVic parWnerV iV Jackie Ra\. The\ pla\ed mXVic WogeWher for man\ \earV and bonded aV
broWherV oYer Whe \earV Whe\ haYe knoZn each oWher. Jim haV greaW reVpecW for Jackie Ra\ and VWa\V in conWacW eYen Woda\.
The\ pla\ed man\ feVWiYal WogeWher and enWerWained man\ croZdV of people from all oYer Whe area. Jim had man\ offerV Wo
go on Whe road and pla\ for Vome big named bandV and WhaW ZaV jXVW noW ZhaW he ZanWed Wo do. He iV a famil\ man and did
noW ZanW Wo be aZa\ from WhoVe WhaW he loYed and ZanWed Wo VWa\ cloVe Wo. Jim haV a Yer\ inWereVWing Za\ of Weaching WhoVe
aroXnd him aboXW life. An\one WhaW haV meW him iV draZn Wo him and ZanWV Wo be e[poVed Wo aV mXch of hiV WeachingV aV
poVVible. He iV a WrXe moXnWain man and liYeV Whe life WhaW moVW ZoXld ZanW. Man\ haYe deVireV Wo be more like Jim and liYe
life aV he haV done - noW geWWing caXghW Xp in Whe faVW pace of Whe neZ Zorld and maWerial WhingV; VWa\ing focXVed on Whe
YalXeV of famil\ and friendV and Waking care of Whem Whe beVW he can.
 



Jim geWV Xp Yer\ earl\ and prepareV Wo go Wo Zork in Whe coalmineV, Zhich he haV done for oYer 40 \earV. He VWopV b\ hiV
moWher¶V hoXVe eYer da\ for coffee and a YiViW, each and eYer\ morning. He haV Wold me aboXW hiV moWher and hoZ Vhe
cookV WheVe greaW home cooked mealV for ZhoeYer comeV for a YiViW. She iV 81 \earV \oXng and haV more VpXnk WhaW moVW
people Zill eYer knoZ. Ph\lliV Vhared ZiWh me WhaW hiV moWher iV Zhere Jim geWV hiV fire and liYel\ aWWiWXde. She iV aV WoXgh
aV Whe\ come and iV a real e[ample of a greaW Zoman Zho haV liYed Vharing man\ of her richeV ZiWh eYer\one aroXnd her.
She haV edXcaWed man\ ZiWh her old Wime Va\ingV and moXnWain Za\V and iV a real pleaVXre jXVW Wo be aroXnd.
 
Jim haV foXr broWherV: John, DoXg, Jack, & RamVe\. TheVe bo\V ZoXld come WogeWher eYer SaWXrda\ nighW and pick and
Ving, and jXVW enjo\ each oWher for \earV and \earV. AfWer Jim loVW hiV broWher RamVe\, he fell inWo a rXW and laid Whe banjo
doZn for a long Wime. He jXVW did noW enjo\ iW and iW ZaV jXVW noW Whe Vame for him. IW Wook a long Wime for him Wo geW oYer
hiV broWherV deaWh and geW back Wo mXVic and Whe banjo, like he had in Whe paVW. The\ Zere Yer\ cloVe and iW ZaV like he had
loVW hiV beVW friend.
 
Toda\ Jim repreVenWV himVelf and hiV mXVic on Whe Banjo HangoXW Zeb ViWe and haV meW man\ neZ friendV and mXVicianV.
He loYeV Wo Vhare hiV WalenWV and mXVic abiliWieV ZiWh all of XV Where. He offerV hiV VkillV Wo an\one WhaW needV help ZiWh
noWhing more Whan a Whink \oX e[changing handV. He iV an e[Wraordinar\ man and mXVician and I am VXre glad I goW Wo
meeW him and Vhare in hiV life'V e[perienceV. ± Donnie Gill aToda\ Jim repreVenWV himVelf and hiV mXVic on Whe Banjo
HangoXW Zeb ViWe and haV meW man\ neZ friendV and mXVicianV. He loYeV Wo Vhare hiV WalenWV and mXVic abiliWieV ZiWh all of
XV Where. He offerV hiV VkillV Wo an\one WhaW needV help ZiWh noWhing more Whan a Whink \oX e[changing handV. He iV an
e[Wraordinar\ man and mXVician and I am VXre glad I goW Wo meeW him and Vhare in hiV life'V e[perienceV. ± Donnie Gill
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Jim Reed'V mp3'V

TenneVVee SWXd

Sail AZa\ LadieV & Sall\ Ann

Home SZeeW Home

 

 Jim Reed - An American CXlWXral TreaVXre
 
Jim Reed¶V VmooWh Sicking and nXanced ShUaVing make foU an Xncommonl\ beaXWifXl banjo VoXnd. Jim Reed iV a liYing link
Wo Whe eVVence of moXnWain mXVic.
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