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PaXl RoberWV inWerYieZed Jim Reed in 2012

Jim Reed iV one of Whe moVW aXWhenWic and arWiVWic banjo pla\erV of oXr
Wime. Born and raiVed in KenWXck\, Jim haV pla\ed 5-VWring banjo Vince he
ZaV a child. An inVpiring mXVical leader, Jim Reed iV a liYing link Wo Whe
eVVence of moXnWain mXVic. HiV VmooWh picking and nXanced phraVing
make for an Xncommonl\ beaXWifXl banjo VoXnd.
 
FoXr banjo-pla\ing friendV of Jim - Don BorchelW, JaneW BXrWon, Don
CoXchie and Donnie Gill - haYe ZriWWen WribXWeV Wo Jim Reed. Preceding
Whe inWerYieZ are e[WracWV from WhoVe WribXWeV, Whe fXll We[W of Zhich \oX
can read KHUH.
 

 
 
 

JaQHW BXUWRQ
 
I¶m priYileged Wo knoZ Jim Reed WhroXgh Banjo HangoXW, Whe online inWernaWional commXniW\ of pickerV. Jim iV Banjo
HangoXW'V liYing link Wo old-Wime and blXegraVV rooWV. He'V Whe real deal - raZ WalenW, mXVicall\ raiVed b\ friendV and
neighborV in a moXnWainoXV area of VoXWheaVWern KenWXck\. EncoXraged aW age 5 Wo pla\ banjo b\ hiV dad, Jim haV picked
banjo ZiWh hiV famil\ and Whe beVW pickerV and fiddlerV, man\ familiar Wo XV all. He coXld haYe gone pro, bXW choVe a miner'V
life oYer 42 \earV ago. On Whe HangoXW, Jim'V YideoV and MP3V are a precioXV reVoXrce Wo learn hXndredV of WXneV WhaW - aW
61 \earV old - hiV fingerV raWWle off VponWaneoXVl\, jXVW for fXn. We all look forZard Wo hiV ne[W mXVical poVW and Whe\'re WrXl\
gemV.
 
Jim'V kind-hearWedneVV and ZillingneVV Wo Vhare hiV VkillV are apparenW WhroXghoXW Whe Banjo HangoXW ForXmV, eVpeciall\
µSoXnd Off!¶ Jim iV knoZn for hiV Zarm encoXragemenW and VenVe iWV aXWhenWiciW\. And if he reall\ likeV \oX, he ma\ ZriWe a
Vong jXVW for \oX. NoZ, WhaW'V Whe beVW gifW a friend coXld giYe!
 
 
 
DRQ CRXcKLH
 
AV a \oXng bo\ pla\ing mXVic ZiWh hiV faWher and broWherV and VXrroXnded b\ Vome of Whe fineVW mXVicianV in EaVWern
KenWXck\, Jim ZaV raiVed ZiWh Whe fineVW mXVic one coXld hope Wo hear. He haV alloZed WhiV mXVic Wo become parW of hiV VoXl
and iW iV apparenW in eYer\Whing he pla\V. Jim alZa\V haV oZn perVonal VoXnd and he alZa\V conWribXWeV Vome of hiV oZn
philoVoph\ inWo Whe mXVic. Jim'V reperWoire conViVWV of modern and WradiWional blXegraVV mXVic, old-Wime WradiWional fiddle
WXneV, and original banjo compoViWionV WhaW draZ heaYil\ on WradiWional mXVic. Man\ of WheVe original WXneV are named afWer
Whe man\ friendV WhaW Jim haV made in Banjo HangoXW oYer Whe \earV.
 
 
DRQ BRUcKHOW
 
Jim iV ZhaW Whe\ XVed Wo call a µnaWXral.¶ I coXld pick Jim oXW of a feVWiYal fXll of pickerV, aV coXld an\one Zho haV been
liVWening Wo hiV pla\ing for an\ lengWh of Wime. He likeV Wo coYer Whe Zell-Zorn old WXneV Ze'Ye heard for \earV, bXW Whe\ are
VoZn ZiWh liWWle VXbWle differenceV, ZhiVpered mXVical VXrpriVeV, WhaW make Whem bloom all oYer again« Jim'V picking iV a
gifW, pXre and Vimple« I VWarWed noWicing WhaW in WhaW VmooWh qXieW VW\le, he ZaV doing Vome Yer\ XnXVXal moYeV, and eYen



Zhen I VloZed doZn Vome of hiV mXVic poVWingV Wo Wr\ Wo figXre oXW ZhaW he ZaV doing, Vome of hiV lickV remained a
compleWe m\VWer\ Wo me.
 
ThroXghoXW hiV picking, Jim emplo\V a VXbWle YocabXlar\ all hiV oZn. He ofWen embedV hiV VlideV, hammerV and pXll-offV in
placeV ZiWhin hiV rollV Zhere Ze don'W e[pecW Wo find Whem, eYen WhoXgh Whe\ VoXnd righW aW home Zhen he e[ecXWeV Whem.
He VeamleVVl\ inWegraWeV hiV ScrXggV VW\le rollV and KeiWh/ThompVon VW\le melodic phraVing, Vo WhaW \oX can'W Well e[acWl\
Zhere one WechniqXe endV and anoWher beginV. Like Whe earl\ blXegraVV pickerV Zho Zere VWill rooWed in WradiWional
Appalachian mXVic, Jim iV noW afraid Wo reWXne hiV banjo, bXW Zhen he doeV, he VWill knoZV Whe neck from Whe nXW Wo Whe
WZenW\-firVW freW eYer\ biW aV Zell aV he doeV in VWandard open G. 
 
MXVic haV alZa\V been a parW of Jim'V life. HiV faWher ZaV a claZhammer picker, and hiV broWherV alVo pla\ mXVic. Jim greZ
Xp picking ZiWh fiddlerV like OZen "Snake" Chapman, Zho liYed in Canada, KenWXck\, jXVW a feZ mileV eaVW on RW. 119, and
PaXl DaYid SmiWh, Zho liYed in Hard\, fXrWher Xp RW. 119, cloVer Wo Whe WeVW Virginia line. Jim pla\ed ofWen ZiWh boWh of WheVe
legendar\ eaVWern KenWXck\ fiddlerV, and if \oX liVWen, \oX can hear iW in hiV banjo picking. Jim pickV hiV banjo Whe Za\ WheVe
WradiWional men pla\ed Wheir fiddleV, ZiWh an archaic crookedneVV WhaW \oX don'W hear from Whe pickerV like ScrXggV and Reno
ZhoVe mXVic iV rooWed in Whe more bXrniVhed WradiWional mXVic of ZeVWern NorWh Carolina.
 
 
 
DRQQLH GLOO
 
Jim had man\ offerV Wo go on Whe road and pla\ for Vome big named bandV and WhaW ZaV jXVW noW ZhaW he ZanWed Wo do. He
iV a famil\ man and did noW ZanW Wo be aZa\ from WhoVe WhaW he loYed and ZanWed Wo VWa\ cloVe Wo. Jim haV a Yer\
inWereVWing Za\ of Weaching WhoVe aroXnd him aboXW life. An\one WhaW haV meW him iV draZn Wo him and ZanWV Wo be e[poVed
Wo aV mXch of hiV WeachingV aV poVVible. He iV a WrXe moXnWain man and liYeV Whe life WhaW moVW ZoXld ZanW.Jim geWV Xp Yer\
earl\ and prepareV Wo go Wo Zork in Whe coalmineV, Zhich he haV done for oYer 40 \earV. He VWopV b\ hiV moWher¶V hoXVe
eYer da\ for coffee and a YiViW each and eYer\ morning. He haV Wold me aboXW hiV moWher and hoZ Vhe cookV WheVe greaW
home cooked mealV for ZhoeYer comeV for a YiViW. She iV 81 \earV \oXng and haV more VpXnk Whan moVW people Zill eYer
knoZ. Jim¶V Zife, Ph\lliV, Vhared ZiWh me, WhaW Jim¶V moWher iV Zhere he geWV hiV fire and liYel\ aWWiWXde. She iV aV WoXgh aV
Whe\ come and iV a real e[ample of a greaW Zoman Zho haV liYed Vharing man\ of her richeV ZiWh eYer\one aroXnd her. She
haV edXcaWed man\ ZiWh her old-Wime Va\ingV and moXnWain Za\V and iV a real pleaVXre Wo jXVW be aroXnd.
 

 

The InWerYieZ
 

 
 
 
PaXO: JLP, \RX OLYH LQ WKH PRXQWaLQV RI KHQWXcN\, WKH bLUWKSOacH RI bOXHJUaVV PXVLc.
 
Jim: I haYe liYed here all m\ life. I liYe on Reed HolloZ Road in Sidne\, KenWXck\ in Whe moXnWainV of eaVWern KenWXck\, in
Whe coalfieldV. I ZaV born in m\ dad¶V old home place, noW in a hoVpiWal, and I ZaV deliYered b\ a coXnWr\ docWor named Doc
Jed SmiWh.
 
 
 
PaXO: I XQdHUVWaQd \RX JUHZ XS VXUURXQdHd b\ ORWV RI PXVLcLaQV.
 
Jim: YeV, Where Zere a loW of mXVicianV Zho pla\ed loWV of mXVic here. I gXeVV \oX coXld Va\ I ZaV born Wo mXVic. AroXnd
here, \oX Vhake a Wree and a banjo picker ZoXld fall oXW. M\ dad pla\ed and Where Zere Vi[ of XV bo\V and Ze all pla\ed
mXVic from banjo, gXiWarV and fiddle Wo dobro and baVV. EYer\ SaWXrda\ nighW Ze had friendV come Wo m\ Dad¶V place and
pla\ mXVic all nighW long. I haYe had Whe greaWeVW e[perience of pla\ing and meeWing loWV of folkV WhroXghoXW m\ life and if I
had iW Wo do all oYer I ZoXld do iW again. I haYe gained a loW knoZledge from mXVic all WhoVe \earV b\ Whe lifeVW\le I liYed.
Some of m\ friendV Zho alVo pla\ed mXVic ZiWh me groZing Xp are PaXl DaYid SmiWh, Jim McCoZn, OZenV ³Snake´
Chapman, LeVWer BaldZin, Tomm\ WeVW, Tomm\ Chapman, ArW SWamper, Tom McCoZn, BerW HaWfield, EmmiW SmiWh« dang, I
coXld go on and on.TZo of m\ broWherV haYe paVVed aZa\ and Whe oneV Zho are lefW pla\ Yer\ liWWle. I gXeVV I¶m Whe onl\
one WhaW¶V VWill acWiYe in mXVic.
 
 
 



PaXO: HRZ dLd \RX JHW VWaUWHd RQ WKH baQMR?
 
Jim: I ZaV fiYe \earV old Zhen I firVW VWarWed Wr\ing Wo pla\ Whe Whing. M\
dad¶V mom - m\ grandmoWher - ZoXld leW me pla\ ZiWh m\ dad¶V ole
Bacon banjo Zhile he ZaV Zorking. IW didn¶W haYe a caVe and he lefW iW
VeWWing aW Whe fireplace of oXr old home place. She ZoXld hXm or Ving a
WXne Wo me, bXW Vhe¶d Va\, ³Don¶W \oX Well \oXr dad.́  She WhoXghW he
ZoXld geW mad, bXW one da\ m\ dad heard me pla\ing a liWWle WXne ZiWh
righW-hand WZo and Whree-finger rollV.
 
I WhoXghW he ZoXld Zhip me for fooling aroXnd ZiWh hiV banjo, bXW iW
made him happ\.
 

He Vaid, ³Son, \oX are VoXnding good. WhaW iV Whe name of WhaW WXne?´
 
I Vaid, ³Dad, I call iW g-bag. I made iW becaXVe I don¶W knoZ no oWher WXneV.́
 
We ZenW oXWVide on Whe porch and he Vaid, ³Mom, I ZanW \oX Wo liVWen Wo WhiV bo\ Wr\ing Wo pick.́
 
³Clarence, I knoZ. I haYe been leWWing him pla\ ZiWh iW and I Ving Vome VongV for him. ThaW liWWle felloZ Zill pla\ WhaW Whing, I
Whink.́
 
He ZaV Vo happ\ WhaW I ZaV Wr\ing Wo pla\ Whe banjo.
 
M\ dad pla\ed claZhammer VW\le on a Bacon banjo WhaW had loWV of moWher of pearl on Whe headVWock and a Vkin head. He
ZoXld ViW on Whe fronW porch and pla\ claZhammer VW\le. Some of Whe WXneV Zere CheZing GXm, RXn LiWWle RabbiW RXn, EighW
More MileV Wo LoXiVYille, Ol¶ Walking Cane. He ZoXld go aroXnd Vinging all Whe Wime eYen Zhile he ZaV Zorking. M\ dad
paVVed aZa\ Zhen I ZaV 24 \earV old.
 
 

PaXO: WKR WaXJKW \RX WR SOa\? WKR dLd \RX OLVWHQ WR aQd KRZ
dLd \RX dHYHORS \RXU RZQ VW\OH?
 
Jim: AV far aV Zho WaXghW me, I gXeVV no one did. M\ dad pla\ed
claZhammer banjo, bXW goW e[ciWed aboXW me learning Wo pick ZiWh m\
fingerV aW fiYe \earV old. Of coXrVe, Whe firVW I liVWened Wo ZaV Earl
ScrXggV - When, Don Reno, Ralph SWanle\, Bobb\ ThompVon, Bill KeiWh,
and Vo on. ThaW kind of inflXenced me, bXW I didn¶W ZanW Wo pla\ like
Whem.
 
 
I ZanWed m\ oZn VW\le WhaW ZoXld be differenW, Vo I Zorked on WhaW. I
reall\ Wr\ Wo pXW noWeV in a WXne WhaW¶V a liWWle differenW, or Wake an old
WXne and Vpice iW Xp Vome. I Whink Whe VoXnd iV jXVW Whe Za\ I pick and
moVW of m\ rollV are preWW\ VWead\. PlXV, I pla\ a pre-Zar banjo, Woo; WhaW

makeV a loW of difference. I¶Ye alZa\V pla\ed GibVon banjoV. I gXeVV \oX coXld Va\ I¶m a GibVon man. I Wr\ Wo pla\ older
WXneV and pXW VomeWhing a liWWle differenW in iW.
 
 
 
PaXO: YRX aOVR cRPSRVH a ORW RI WXQHV, RIWHQ LQ KRQRU RI \RXU IULHQdV. CUHaWLQJ WXQHV VHHPV HaV\ IRU \RX.
 
Jim: AV for making WXneV Xp, iW¶V jXVW VomeWhing WhaW I can do ZiWhoXW an\ efforW. IW iV naWXral for me Wo pick Xp Whe banjo
and come Xp ZiWh VomeWhing. I Whink WhaW iW iV reall\ a gifW, Vo iW¶V no problem for me Wo make a WXne, jXVW naWXral. The
boWWom line iV I jXVW loYe Whe banjo and all kindV of WXneV. I alZa\V e[plore Whe neck of Whe banjo and all kindV of rollV WhaW I
make m\Velf. I can¶W read Wab. WiWh Wab, I¶m like a loVW dXck in a pond fXll of geeVe.
 
 
 
PaXO: CaQ \RX UHPHPbHU aQ\ PXVLcaO H[SHULHQcHV aV a cKLOd WKaW KHOSHd \RX aV \RX ZHUH OHaUQLQJ WR SOa\?
 



Jim: I knoZ one Whing for VXre. PaXl DaYid SmiWh and OZen ³Snake´ Chapman had more Wo do ZiWh m\ pla\ing Whan an\one.
IW ZaV all fiddle WXneV and Wheir greaW pla\ing and noWing. I ZanW Wo leW \oX knoZ PaXl DaYid SmiWh paVVed aZa\ \eVWerda\,
Whe loVV of a greaW friend. I Zill be going Wo Whe fXneral home Wo pa\ him m\ laVW reVpecWV. I¶m reall\ Vad oYer WhiV and Wold
m\ Zife jXVW a liWWle Zhile ago WhaW I pXW Jim McCoZn and PaXl DaYid¶V YideoV on Banjo HangoXW \eVWerda\. Wh\ I did WhaW, I
reall\ don¶W knoZ. I had no idea he ZoXld be gone Woda\. I¶Ye WhoXghW of WhiV all eYening, Zh\ I did WhiV ZiWhoXW knoZledge
of PaXl¶V deaWh. I gXeVV God haV hiV Za\V of WhingV like WhiV Wo happen. PaXl loYed mXVic aV mXch aV an\one I knoZ. He Zon
Vecond place on Whe fiddle aW CliffWop jXVW WhiV \ear. HiV Weaching came from OZen ³Snake´ Chapman. PaXl folloZed Snake
ZhereYer he ZenW Wo pla\. I¶Ye liVWened Wo Whem all nighW long. NoW once did Whe\ pla\ Whe Vame Vong WZice.
 
AW Whe Wime I ZaV aboXW 12 \earV Whe\ VWarWed coming Wo m\ dad¶V hoXVe Wo pick ZiWh m\ dad and m\ broWherV. Of coXrVe, I
ZaVn¶W reall\ WhaW good, bXW Whe\ heard Vome VoXndV WhaW I ZaV pla\ing WhaW fiW inWo Wheir fiddling. The\¶d moVWl\ pla\ed ZiWh
claZhammer pla\erV and hadn¶W been aroXnd Woo man\ 3-finger VW\le pickerV.So \oX can Va\ Whe\ Wook me Xnder Wheir ZingV
and VWarWed Welling me, µZe Zill pla\ WhiV VloZ, and Zhen Ze nod oXr head, \oX Wake a break.¶ From Where, I VWarWed pla\ing
fiddle WXneV on Whe banjo. The\ WaXghW me Wo be VmooWh and pla\ noWeV \oX don¶W hardl\ hear on a banjo. I Whink WhaW iW ma\
be WhaW Vome of m\ pla\ing iV jXVW becaXVe of Wheir e[perience and paWience.
 
When Whe\ heard aboXW Whe Reed famil\, all WheVe mXVicianV, one b\ one, VWarWed coming aroXnd Wo m\ dad¶V hoXVe - Snake
Chapman, BerW HaWfield, PaXl DaYid SmiWh, Jim and Tom McCoZn, Tomm\ WeVW, LeVWer BaldZin, Wo name a feZ. ThiV iV Zhen
LeVWer and I VWarWed pla\ing WhoVe fiddle WXneV. LeVWer ZaV alVo a banjo picker and Ze VWarWed pla\ing WhoVe fiddle WXneV
noWe for noWe. AW WimeV Where ZoXld be Whree fiddlerV, Whree banjo pickerV, WZo or Whree mandolin pla\erV, foXr or fiYe gXiWarV
and a bXll baVV. ShooW, one gX\ named Adam Damron pla\ed VpoonV. He ZaV greaW.
 
 

PaXO: WKHQ dLd WKLV PXVLcaO UHVXUJHQcH WKaW \RXU IaPLO\ Kad
VXcK a bLJ KaQd LQ SURSaJaWLQJ, JHW JRLQJ LQ \RXU cRPPXQLW\?
HRZ dLd LW VWaUW?
 
Jim: I Whink iW ZaV aroXnd 1964 or µ65. One Whing WhaW goW a loW of Walk
aboXW Whe Reed famil\ ZaV one of m\ \oXng broWherV, John. Lord, I don¶W
knoZ hoZ old he ZaV, bXW he pla\ed Whe doghoXVe baVV. John ZaV Vo
Vmall he ZoXld haYe Wo VWand in a chair Wo pla\ WhaW Whing. EYer\bod\
Walked aboXW WhaW. We ZoXld go Wo differenW eYenWV aW VchoolV, benefiWV
and WhingV of WhaW naWXre. M\ dad dreVVed Xp like SWringbean and pla\ed
WhaW old banjo claZhammer VW\le. One WXne he alZa\V pla\ed ZaV
ChaZing CheZing GXm. EYer\bod\ alZa\V goW a Whrill oXW of WhaW. M\ dad
reall\ pXW on a VhoZ. He ZoXld annoXnce hiV bo\V are going Wo pla\, and
eYer\one enjo\ed iW.
 

 
PaXO: JLP, SaUdRQ P\ LJQRUaQcH, bXW ZKaW¶V dRJKRXVH baVV?
 
Jim: IW¶V jXVW a big baVV fiddle. AroXnd here, Whe\ call Whem doghoXVe baVV.
 
 
 
 
PaXO: THOO XV VRPHWKLQJ RI \RXU IaPLO\'V PXVLcaO KHULWaJH.
 
Jim: The onl\ Whing m\ dad eYer Wold me aboXW m\ grandpaZ ZaV he WaXghW Vinging Vchool. YoX knoZ, Whe µdo, ra\, me¶
VWXff. ShooW, I neYer eYer Wried WhaW, bXW m\ Xncle Joe Reed coXld pick Xp a Vong book, hXm WhroXgh a WXne a Wime or WZo,
and Ving Whe WXne like he knoZed iW foreYer.
 
 
 
PaXO: LHW¶V KHaU VRPH PRUH abRXW \RXU IaPLO\ baQd.
 
Jim: OXr groXp ZaV Whe Reed BroWherV. There ZaV Clarence Jr., Ran]ie, Jack, John, DoXg, m\ dad and m\Velf. The
inVWrXmenWV Zere gXiWar, mandolin, fiddle, dobro, banjo, doghoXVe baVV, French harp, VpoonV, and a moonVhine jXg m\ dad
ZoXld pla\ loWV of WimeV. M\ oldeVW broWher ZaV aboXW 14, Ran]ie ZaV aboXW 12, I ZaV aboXW 11, Jack aboXW 10, John aboXW
8, DoXg aboXW 6. M\ dad ZaV 54 Zhen he paVVed aZa\. We broWherV kepW Whe mXVic going on hiV behalf.
 



LaWer, Zhen I ZaV aboXW 15, I pla\ed on a TV VWaWion in HXnWingWon, WeVW Virginia. The VhoZ ZaV called Whe BXdd\ SWarcher
VhoZ. ThiV ZaV noW ZiWh m\ famil\ bXW ZiWh a friend of oXrV.
 
 
 
PaXO: AQ\ IXQQ\ VWRULHV IURP \RXU HaUO\ da\V aV PXVLcLaQ?
 
Jim: One Wime Zhile m\ coXVin Johnn\ Mike Reed and I Zere going Wo a feVWiYal, and of coXrVe Ze Zere drinking beer like
an\ \oXnger perVon ZoXld do, m\ coXVin mXVW haYe noW been driYing Yer\ good becaXVe a Virginia VWaWe Wrooper pXlled XV
oYer. When he Zalked Wo Whe WrXck ZiWh hiV hand on hiV gXn, he Vaid, ³YoX genWlemen pleaVe e[iW Whe WrXck, handV on \oXr
head pleaVe.́  Well Ze did jXVW WhaW. He looked in Whe WrXck and Where Zere beer canV on Whe floor board. He Vaid, ³LookV like
\oX gX\V haYe had a feZ - ma\be Woo man\.́  He aVked Zhere Ze Zere going. I Wold him Zere going Wo Ralph SWanle\¶V
feVWiYal. He Vaid, ³Do \oX haYe an\Whing Wo pla\?´ I Vaid, ³YeV, behind Whe VeaW.́  Well, he Vaid, ³Who pla\V?´ I Vaid, ³I do.́ So,
he Vaid ³Oka\, if \oX can pick WhaW banjo ZiWhoXW making a miVWake, I¶ll leW \oX go.́  ThaW ZaV eaV\ for me. I picked Cripple
Creek and dropped righW VWraighW inWo Sall\ Goodin. He Vaid, ³ThaW¶V good. I belieYe \oX are in beWWer Vhape Whan \oXr friend
here. I¶m going Wo leW \oX WZo go. On one condiWion.́  He Wold me Wo driYe, and he Vaid, ³I¶m Zorking Whe feVWiYal Where WhiV
Zeekend and I¶m going Wo folloZ \oX bo\V Where XnWil \oX geW WhroXgh Whe gaWe, and Zhen \oX WZo geW read\ Wo leaYe I Zill
be ZaWching for \oX, and I had noW beWWer caWch \oX drinking on m\ highZa\.́  So, Ze goW b\ ZiWh WhaW, bXW Ze Zere
VZeaWing iW. I¶Ye goW a feZ more VWorieV, PaXl, bXW \oX ZoXldn¶W be able Wo prinW Whem.
 

Jim: I haYe Wo leW \oX knoZ Whe VWor\ behind Whe pre-Zar Granada WhaW I
pla\. I meW a gX\ named Jack\ Ra\, from SZordV Creek, Virginia. He and
I pla\ed a loW of WXneV oYer Whe \earV. He¶V a greaW mXVician. AW Whe Wime,
I Whink I ZaV aboXW 23 or ma\be 24, I ZaV pla\ing a Fender ConcerWone
banjo, a good 5 VWring. One Zeekend I ZaV aW Jack\¶V. I Vaid, ³Jack, I
ZoXld loYe Wo haYe one of WhoVe pre-Zar banjoV.́  He Vaid, ³YoX ZoXld?´
and I Vaid, ³Yeah bXdd\.́  Well, Whe folloZing Zeekend he called me Xp
and Vaid, ³Can \oX come Xp here WhiV Zeekend?´ I Vaid, ³Yeah, I¶ll be
Where.́  When I goW Where he Vaid, ³I goW VomeWhing Wo VhoZ \oX,́  and he
VXre did.
 
He had a 1925 Granada (Whe one I pla\ noZ), a 1926 Granada, a 1928
RB4, and a 1928 RB6. He Vaid, ³Look, I ZanW Wo keep Whe RB4 and Whe
RB6. YoX can haYe \oXr pick of oWher WZo.́  Jack kneZ I loYed Whe 25
model. I Vaid, ³Jack, I can¶W Wake \oXr banjo.́  He Vaid, ³YoX are noW

Waking m\ banjo, iW¶V \oXrV. YoX and WhaW banjo belong ZiWh each oWher. ThaW banjo ZaV made for \oX and \oX for iW, Vo m\
friend iW¶V \oXrV Wo keep foreYer.́  ThaW¶V Zhen I reall\ VWarWed Wo e[plore Whe neck of Whe banjo, and Woda\ I VWill do.
 
 
 
PaXO: THOO XV PRUH abRXW KRZ \RX cRPSRVH \RXU WXQHV.
 
Jim: Man\, man\ nighWV I haYe Zoke Xp aW 2 or 3 in Whe morning ZiWh a WXne in m\ head WhaW I can¶W geW rid of, Vo I haYe Wo
geW Xp and pla\ WhaW WXne. M\ Zife Zill Zake Xp and Va\, ³M\ God, hone\ Ze are Wr\ing Wo Vleep here. YoX Zill Zake
eYer\bod\ Xp.́
 
 
 
PaXO: THOO XV abRXW VRPH RI WKH PXVLcLaQV \RX KaYH SOa\Hd ZLWK.
 
Jim: The firVW Wime I pla\ed ZiWh Do\le LaZVon and Bill EmerVion ZaV aW FedVcreek grade Vchool. The CoXnWr\ GenWlemen
Zere pXWWing on a VhoZ Where and Vomeone had Wold Whem aboXW me, Vo Whe\ looked me Xp Where and Ze picked a bXnch
before and afWer Whe VhoZ.Jimm\ MarWin ZaV doing a VhoZ here in PikeYille KenWXck\ and Whe felloZ Zho ZaV pXWWing on Whe
VhoZ called me and aVked me Wo fill in becaXVe hiV banjo picker coXldn¶W make iW.
 
Do\le LaZVon, KeiWh WhiWle\ and I Zere jamming aW a feVWiYal; I can¶W Whink Zhere iW ZaV aW Whe momenW and Zho all elVe
ZaV Where.AlVo, I ZaV aW a feVWiYal in BriVWol TenneVVee and ZaV jamming Where Zhen John HarWford inYiWed me Wo hiV bXV Wo
pick. I VZear Ze picked all da\ long. He gaYe me hiV home phone nXmber and I VWill haYe iW.
 
I goW Wo knoZ Ben Eldridge and Tom Gra\ aW a feVWiYal in WiVe CoXnW\ Virginia. I ZaV picking ZiWh Vome oWher folkV and Whe\
jXVW loYed a WXne I ZaV pla\ing called Mar\, and WhaW VWarWed oXr friendVhip. I alZa\V Vee Ben eYer\ \ear and chaW ZiWh him.
If he haV Wime he Zill Va\, ³GeW WhaW banjer and pick me one.́



 
 
 
PaXO: HaYH \RX SOa\Hd ZLWK PaQ\ baQdV?
 
Jim: YeV, I haYe pla\ed in a loW of differenW bandV, moVWl\ aV a fill-in Zhen Whe\ Zere VhorW of a banjo pla\er.
 
 
 
PaXO: THOO XV abRXW \RXU MRb RIIHU IURP BLOO MRQURH WR SOa\ LQ TKH BOXHJUaVV BR\V.
 
Jim: I ZaV aW a feVWiYal ZiWh Kenn\ Baker Zho liYed onl\ aboXW an hoXr driYe from me in JenkinV, KenWXck\. Kenn\ ZaV an
old miner, Zho had Zorked for BeWh Energ\ Coal Co. Kenn\ ran a coal-loading machine. I had been Wo Kenn\¶V home before
he ZenW Wo pla\ ZiWh Bill Monroe. Kenn\ and I and Vome oWherV Zere pla\ing Vome old fiddle WXneV. I ZaV in m\ 30¶V aW WhiV
Wime.
 
 
Well, Bill Monroe ZaV VWanding Where liVWening Wo Whe mXVic. He aVked me m\ name and I Wold him. He Vaid, ³Son, ZoXld \oX
be inWereVWed in pla\ing banjo in m\ band?´ I Wold Bill WhaW I ZaV reall\ honored, bXW I didn¶W ZanW Wo pla\ for a liYing. He
aVked Zh\ and I Wold him I made more mone\ in Whe coalmineV, Zhich ZaV more Whan ZhaW he paid. Kenn\ and I had
Walked, and he Wold me Zhen \oX ZaVn¶W pla\ing a VhoZ WhaW Bill had \oX Zork on hiV farm. Well, I done enoXgh of WhaW
groZing Xp.
 
Bill Monroe ZoXld jXVW WraYel aroXnd Whe feVWiYalV looking for WalenW. I Whink WhaW¶V hoZ he picked Whe mXVicianV oXW for hiV
band. AW Whe Wime, Whe mone\ ZaVn¶W mXch, and I made more mone\ Zorking in Whe coalmineV. I Whink a loW of mXVicianV
pla\ed for fame, bXW WhaW jXVW didn¶W inWereVW me.
 
 
 
PaXO: WKaW abRXW \RXU MRb RIIHU WR SOa\ ZLWK WKH CRXQWU\ GHQWOHPHQ?
 
Jim: I ZaV pickin¶ aW Ralph SWanle\¶V feVWiYal one \ear in McClXre, Virginia - jXVW a jam ZiWh differenW folkV. I ZaV pla\ing
Sailor¶V Hornpipe. I don¶W knoZ Zhere Charlie Waller came from or hoZ long he had been Where, bXW he Vaid he reall\ liked
WhaW WXne. He ZaV offered a gXiWar Wo pla\ and he VaW doZn and Vang Vome WXneV. We pla\ed for a good Zhile and he reall\
enjo\ed himVelf, and I did Woo.
 
He Vaid, ³M\ bXV iV oYer here, and I ZoXld like Wo inYiWe \oX oYer.́  Well, I ZenW and he fi[ed a mi[ed drink of Vome kind. He
Wold me - and I Zill neYer forgeW iW - ³Jim, I haYe been on a 30-da\ drXnk.́  IW didn¶W Veem WhaW Za\ Wo me, bXW WhaW¶V ZhaW
Whe man Wold me. He aVked if I ZoXld be inWereVWed in pla\ing ZiWh hiV groXp. I Vaid, ³Charlie, WhankV a loW, bXW I make good
mone\ Zorking in Whe mineV, and \oX haYe a greaW banjo picker alread\.́  He Vaid, ³Well, I¶ll make him driYe Whe bXV, and if
\oX don¶W ZanW Wo pla\ in m\ groXp, \oX can VWick WhaW compXWeri]ed banjo Xp \oXr ***.́  I don¶W knoZ hoZ \oX coXld prinW
WhaW, bXW WhaW ZaV Whe ZordV Waller Wold me. He didn¶W geW mad aW me bXW I ZaV VXrpriVed aW ZhaW he Vaid.
 
IW VeemV Wo me WhoVe folkV Zho pla\ for a liYing and don¶W geW Wheir Za\, or haYe poZer Wo achieYe Wheir goalV, Whe\ jXVW
don¶W like iW, and WhaW¶V Whe Yer\ reaVon I WXrn Whem doZn. YoX knoZ Whe\ can¶W boVV me aroXnd. WhaW iV WheirV iV WheirV and
ZhaW¶V mine iV mine.
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Jim Reed¶V VmooWh Sicking and nXanced ShUaVing make foU an Xncommonl\ beaXWifXl banjo VoXnd. Jim Reed iV a liYing link
Wo Whe eVVence of moXnWain mXVic.
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