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- JI6S=REELS « SHstring Banjo

AFTERWORD

When T was a very young man (§ifty yearns ago) 1 studied the five strning banjo
with Miss Annie Pfund, and also with the great Frederick J. Bacon, who Later manu-
gactured the famous Silver Bell banjos. Both of these §ine teachens Lamented the
Lack of good exercise maternial in the instruction book of that day. With the exc-
eption of a few basic scales and chords, the nest of the book was devoted to pieces
most of which, to quote the great Fred Van Eps, were "anemic".

Mr. Bacon once gave me some excellent atvice on how to acquire a very rapid
technique. He said, ) practise figs and neels". 1 not only did this, T have assem-
bled these and arranged them forn the banjo in this book.

In the early history of our country, these famous tunes were heard on Saturday
nights, parnticularly in St. Louis, where the French trappens gathered fon an evening
of music and dancing. Our eastern trapperns who often visited there soon Learned
the tunes and the steps, and took them back home with them. In the process of doing
50, the French callern's command, "dos a dos" was heard in the East as Do-si-do, and
the tenm gigue became "jig".

With the nevival of internest in this great Amernican invention, enough of the
traditional music 45 a "must" fon the generation that Loves it s0. 1t is hoped that
this coflection will help to swell the aggregate and bring some pleasure into the
Lives of the many devotees of the banjo.

WALTER KAYE BAUER

Wethers§ield, Conn.
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