EMMETT W LUNDY

Fiddle Tunes from Grayson County; Virginia

i Emmett Lundy was born in Grayson County, Virginia, en
May 9, 1864, one of the nine children of Churchwell and
Caroline Ward Lundy. From family records we know that the
Lundys emigrated from England in 1687, settling first on
Pennsylvania lands purchased from William Penn, Emzett's
great-grandfather John Lundy moved to Grayson County
around 1787 and acquired the land the family still holds
near Dalhart, just south of the present town of Galax.
During Exmett's early years, the Virginia mountain area
around his home was largely an agrarian, traditionally
. integrated frontier society. As a young man, Emmett
. became absorbed in the music which he heard around the
community at dances, log rollings, pumpkin peelings and
other excuses for having a little fiddle music. Evidently
‘there may have been fiddlers in the Lundy family, but no

one kmows for sure. It's not really important to thim
story, for young Emmett's main musical influence came
from outside his home. Tn his late teens Lundy started
the fiddle {ihe main instrusent found here at this time)
and immediately took up with an older fiddler named Green
(for Greenberry) Leonard.

Green Leonard lived at 01d Town, just a few miles
north of the Lundy homeplace, Leonard was a pretty old
man when Lundy met him, probably born in the early
decades of the 19th century, though the exact date and
place are unimown (to me). It is a fact, however, that
he secured a Grayson County marriage licence in 1833 and
from all accounts wns thereafter a lifetime resident of
the county, Lecnard sust have been an extraordinary
fiddler for most older Grayson County fiddlers, even
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